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SERMON. 


1  TIMOTHY  i.  15. 

THIS  IS  A  FAITHFUL   SAYING,  AND  WORTHY   OF   ALL    ACCEPTATION,  THAT   CHRIST 
JESUS  CAME  INTO  THE  WORLD  TO  SAVE  SINNERS,  OF  WHOM  I  AM  CHIEF. 

Since  the  day  on  which  our  enthroned  Lord  sent 
down  the  Holy  Ghost,  there  has  not  occurred  an 
event  so  important  as  the  conversion  of  the  man 
who  uttered  these  words.  Nowhere  throughout  the 
Sacred  Annals  is  the  power  of  divine  grace  over 
the  sinful  heart  so  fully  shown,  as  in  his  sudden 
change  from  a  self-righteous,  fanatical  persecutor 
of  Jesus  and  Christians,  to  a  humble,  self-sacri- 
ficing servant  of  Christ  and  his  Church ;  nor  is  it 
easy  to  see  how  an  honest  inquirer  can  resist  a  fact 
so  confirmatory  of  the  gospel  as  the  open  advocacy 
of  its  faith  by  the  most  logical,  accomplished,  and 
determined  spirit  that  ever  battled  on  the  side  of 
its  enemies.  No  wonder  that  the  display  of  glory 
which  sent  Saul  of  Tarsus  crushed  and  groping 
into  the  city  he  would  have  filled  with  slaughter, 
is  so  frequent  a  theme  of  those  who  vindicate 
Christianity  from  assault,  or  celebrate  the  sove- 
reign mercy  of  redeeming  love.  Yet  the  direct 
purpose  of  the  miracle  must  not  be  misunderstood. 


"  The  kingdom  of  God  cometh  not  with  observa- 
tion." Miracles  were  necessary  to  establish  the 
new  system  in  place  of  the  Mosaic,  which  had  been 
established  by  miracle ;  and  there  were  reasons 
why  the  transformation  of  such  a  notable  enemy 
into  such  a  notable  champion  of  the  Cross  should 
have  a  correspondent  notoriety ;  but  outward  prod- 
igy never  yet  subdued  a  carnal  mind  to  the  rule 
of  Christ.  We  dishonor  the  evangelical  method, 
which  is  no  respecter  of  persons,  and  cast  a  heavy 
stumbling-block  before  the  lowly-minded,  if  we 
suppose  that  other  and  greater  means  are  required 
to  convert  the  learned  and  intellectual  than  suffice 
for  ordinary  sinners.  Far  as  our  Apostle  towers 
above  the  rest  of  the  Church,  the  difference  is  as 
nothing  to  the  immeasurable  height  from  which 
comes  down  the  saving  health  of  God's  Anointed. 
The  "  Hebrew  of  the  Hebrews,"  and  "  Pharisee  of 
the  Pharisees,"  "  brought  up  at  the  feet  of  Gama- 
liel," and  versed  in  the  philosophies  of  the  Gentiles, 
"  obtained  mercy "  through  the  same  simple  faith 
that  saved,  by  the  inward  grace  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
the  jailer  of  Philippi,  the  thief  on  the  cross,  and  the 
outcast  of  Nairn  How  else  could  he  be  "  a  pattern 
of  long-suffering  to  all  who  should  afterward  be- 
lieve on  Christ  to  life  everlasting  ? " 

The  especial  design  of  "  the  heavenly  vision,"  as 
revealed  by  the  Lord  through  Ananias,  is  declared 
by  Paul  himself  in  his  speech  before  Agrippa  :.'."■  I 
said,  Who  art  thou,  Lord  1  and  he  said,  I  am  Jesus 
whom  thou  persecutest.  But  rise,  and  stand  upon 
thy  feet;  for  I  have  appeared  unto  thee  for  this 
purpose,   to  make  thee  a  minister  and  a  witness, 
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both  of  these  things  which  thou  hast  seen,  and  of 
those  things  in  the  which  I  will  appear  unto  thee ; 
delivering  thee  from  the  people,  and  from  the  Gen- 
tiles, unto  whom  now  I  send  thee ;  to  open  their 
eyes,  and  to  turn  them  from  darkness  to  light, 
and  from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God,  that  they 
may  receive  forgiveness  of  sins,  and  inheritance 
among  them  that  are  sanctified  by  faith  that  is  in 
me.  Whereupon,  O  King  Agrippa,  I  was  not  dis- 
obedient unto  the  heavenly  vision  ;  but  showed  first 
unto  them  of  Damascus,  and  at  Jerusalem,  and 
throughout  all  the  coasts  of  Judea,  and  then  to  the 
Gentiles,  that  they  should  repent  and  turn  to  God, 
and  do  works  meet  for  repentance.— Having  there- 
fore obtained  help  of  God,  I  continue  unto  this 
day,  witnessing  both  to  small  and  great,  saying 
none  other  things  than  those  which  the  Prophets 
and  Moses  did  say  should  come :  That  Christ  should 
suffer,  and  that  he  should  be  the  first  that  should 
rise  from  the  dead,  and  should  show  light  unto  the 
people  and  to  the  Gentiles." 

The  promise  unto  the  father  of  the  faithful  was, 
that  in  his  seed  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  should 
be  blessed ;  yet  the  oracles  of  God  were  confined 
by  rigid  rules  to  the  children  of  the  circumcision. 
The  angel  at  the  nativity  announced  good  tidings  of 
great  joy,  which  should  be  to  all  people;  yet  our 
Lord  preached,  with  a  very  few  inconsiderable 
exceptions,  only  to  his  own  nation.  Immediately 
before  his  ascension,  he  commanded  his  Apostles  to 
go  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  gospel  to 
every  creature ;  yet,  up  to  the  time  of  which  we 
speak,  their  ministry  had  been  confined  to  Jews 


6 

and  proselytes.  Indeed,  the  Christian  Church  was 
not  yet  fully  formed,  for  the  Gentile  element  of 
Christ's  body,  the  "  one  new  man,"  had  not  been 
added  to  the  Jewish.  So,  you  will  observe,  the 
inspired  historian  records  the  calling  of  Cornelius 
on  the  page  of  his  parchment  next  to  the  narrative 
of  Paul's  signal  appointment;  and  the  joyful  sur- 
prise of  the  Apostles  and  the  brethren  that  were 
in  Judea  at  the  news,  shows  how  feebly  they  had 
apprehended  the  extent  of  the  divine  purpose  in 
salvation. 

We  are,  therefore,  brought  to  believe  that  the 
effulgent  scene  near  the  gate  of  Damascus,  was 
not  intended  merely  for  the  conversion  of  a  single 
sinner,  but  for  a  crowning  development  of  the 
evangelical  economy  by  the  inauguration  of  the 
missionary  system  ;  and  that  in  Paul,  especially 
chosen,  particularly  ordained,  pre-eminently  qual- 
ified by  natural  and  supernatural  gifts  for  the 
work  he  pursued  with  unparalleled  success,  we 
have  the  type  and  example  of  a  true  missionary 
spirit. 

To  this  last  point,  The  illustration  of  the  mis- 
sionary spirit  by  the  Apostle  Paul^  your  thoughts 
will  be  mainly  directed  at  this  time. 

In  so  attempting  a  discharge  of  the  duty  laid 
upon  me  to-night,  I  am  encouraged  by  the  con- 
sideration that,  though  the  earthen  vessel  be 
unworthy,  the  treasure  it  presents  to  you  is  taken 
immediately  from  the  riches  of  God ;  that  I  follow 
the  express  command  of  our  great  Apostle,  when  he 
says :  "  Those  things  which  ye  have  both  learned, 
and  received,  and  heard,  and  seen  in  me,  do  ;  "  and 


that  I  speak  to  Protestant,  evangelical  Christians, 
who,  amidst  all  the  pretensions  of  modern  "  philos- 
ophy, falsely  so  called,"  take  their  theology,  not 
from  the  speculations  of  the  nineteenth  century, 
but  from  the  inspired  teachings  of  the  first ;  and 
who,  holding  the  unadulterated,  uncurtailed  Bible 
as  the  sole,  absolute,  infallible,  and  all-sufficient 
rule  of  faith  and  practice,  believe  that  "  though  an 
angel  from  heaven  preach  any  other  gospel "  than 
that  Paul  preached,  he  should  be  accursed.  Nor 
need  we  review  the  whole  history  of  the  Apostle, 
and  search  through  all  his  writings,  to  reach  4:he 
discovery  we  desire.  He  has  himself  anticipated 
our  necessity,  and,  in  his  affectionate  counsel  to 
his  dear  son  and  missionary  successor,  given  us  a 
text  unspeakably  precious  to  every  soul  born  of 
the  Spirit,  which  every  student  of  his  Epistles 
recognizes  as  a  close,  yet  clear  condensation  of 
them  all — the  very  breath  and  life  of  his  sanctified 
mind  and  heart ;  the  theme  of  ten  thousand  ser- 
mons, but  so  full  of  gospel,  that  it  continually 
overflows  as  with  honey  from  the  cleft  of  the  rock ; 
so  profound,  that  a  whole  system  of  theology  might 
be  drawn  from  its  few  words,  yet  so  simple,  that 
even  I  may  preach  upon  it  by  God's  help,  and  hope 
to  win  a  hearing  from  those  who  love  Jesus,  and 
the  truth  as  it  is  in  him. 

"  This  is  a  faithful  saying,  and  worthy  of  all 
acceptation,  that  Christ  Jesus  came  into  the  world 
to  save  sinners,  of  whom  I  am  chief."  The  verse 
has  two  parts.  The  Apostle's  Faith,  and  his  Con- 
fession. 

His    Faith :    "  This   is   a   faithful    saying,   and 
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worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that  Christ  Jesus  came 
into  the  world  to  save  sinners." 

His  Confession  :  "  of  whom  (sinners)  I  am  chief." 

First — The  Apostle's  Faith  : 

"  Christ  Jesus  came  into  the  world  to  save 
sinners." 

He  "came"  by  his  own  divine  power  and  choice, 
from  the  sphere  where  he  had  dwelt  eternally,  "into 
the  world ; "  yet  not  of  his  own  prerogative  alone, 
for  he  was  the  "  Christ,"  the  only-begotten  Son  of 
God,  sent  of  the  Father  by  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  in  the  form  and  true  nature  of  man ;  called 
"  Jesus,"  the  Savior,  before  he  was  conceived  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  by  the  Virgin  Mary,  (blessed  was  she 
among  women,  and  blessed  the  fruit  of  her  womb  !) 
Sent  of  God  the  Father,  and  anointed  by  God  the 
Holy  Ghost,  God  the  Son,  in  our  nature,  assumed 
the  headship  of  a  new  creation,  the  second  Adam, 
our  Elder-Brother  Jesus,  that  he  might  "  save 
sinners."  Our  race  was  lost ;  all  were  concluded 
under  shi,  and  the  sentence  of  death  had  passed 
upon  all.  Before  any  of  the  guilty  could  be 
brought  back  to  life  and  God,  the  law  which  they 
had  broken,  the  law  given  to  man  to  be  obeyed  on 
earth,  must  be  satisfied  and  vindicated ;  therefore, 
the  Deliverer  came  into  the  world  truly  man  as  he 
was  truly  God ;  and,  having  thus  taken  upon  him 
the  form  of  a  servant  "  in  fashion  as  a  man,"  he 
became  obedient  unto  [i.  e.  until  death,]  even  the 
death  of  the  cross.  Then,  with  the  last  breath  of 
his  holy,  obedient,  suffering,  exemplary  life,  the 
satisfaction  of  the  law,  which  he,  sent  of  the  Father, 
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and  sanctified  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  came  into  the 
world  to  provide,  was  "finished;"  and  the  ground, 
the  only  possible  ground  in  the  judgment  of  God, 
on  which  a  human  sinner  can  be  saved,  was  laid  in 
his  infinite  merits. 

Yet,  while  the  merit  on  which  the  salvation 
should  proceed  was  provided,  the  salvation  of  the 
sinner  was  not  accomplished.  He  must  be  brought 
back  to  God  a  willing  penitent,  and,  to  be  a  sharer 
in  the  benefits  of  Christ,  must  become  a  new 
creature.  Christ  cannot  be  a  minister  of  sin,  or 
justice  allow  of  pardon  to  an  impenitent  sinner. 
His  people  must  be  made  like  him,  the  second 
Adam,  his  image  formed  in  their  hearts  as  the 
earnest  of  glory  with  him.  They  must  be  saved 
from  the  power  of  sin  as  well  as  from  its  guilt. 
Hence  his  name  is  "  Jesus,  because  he  saves  his 
people  from  their  sins."  Therefore  must  He,  who 
saves  from  eternal  death,  be  also  the  author  of 
eternal  life.  So  Christ,  who  died  for  us  on  the 
cross,  rose  again  for  us  from  the  dead ;  and,  having 
commanded  his  Apostles,  and  the  Church  through 
them,  to  "go  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the 
Gospel  to  every  creature,"  he  ascended  up  on  high, 
and,  from  his  mediatorial  throne,  sent  down  the 
Holy  Ghost  on  the  Church  at  the  Pentecost,  the 
fulfillment  of  his  promise  that  they  "  should  receive 
power  from  on  high,"  and  that  he  would  be  with 
them  "  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world." 
None  could  come  unto  him  except  the  Father  drew 
them  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  given  in  answer  to  the 
prayers  of  the  Son.  There  was  no  way  of  coming 
unto  him  but  by  faith  in  his  Gospel ;  and  no  faith 
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in  the  Gospel  was  genuine  that  did  not  purify  the 
heart,  "  work  by  love,  and  overcome  the  world." 
Faith  without  repentance,  and  repentance  without 
faith,  are  alike  impossible.  "To  as  many  as  re- 
ceived him  gave  he  power  to  become  sons  of  God," 
in  likeness,  obedience,  confidence,  and  inheritance, 
"  even  to  them  that  believe  on  his  name ; "  and  this 
adoption  into  the  divine  family  is  wrought  by  the 
renovating  energies  of  the  Holy  Ghost :  "  which 
were  born,  not  of  blood,  nor  of  the  will  of  the  flesh, 
nor  of  the  will  of  man,  but  of  God."  The  new 
life  so  given  and  derived,  is  eternal,  a  holy  energy 
that  shall  never  die,  a  godlike  tendency  begun  in 
the  new-born  babe,  and  sure  of  ultimate  perfection 
among  the  spotless,  exalted,  and  ever-expanding 
services  of  a  heaven  without  end. 

This  is  the  doctrine  which  our  Apostle  believed 
to  be  true,  from  the  indubitable  testimony  of  God 
and  his  own  happy  experience ;  which  he  believed 
to  be  "  worthy  of  all  acceptation,"  because  all  men 
are  sinners  liable  to  eternal  death,  and  "  there  is 
none  other  name  under  heaven  given  among  men, 
whereby  we  must  be  saved."  This  doctrine  he 
preached,  and,  though  learned  and  wise  beyond  all 
parallel  with  his  successors,  he  preached  nothing 
else ;  nay,  humbled  himself  from  all  his  skill  in 
words  and  logic,  to  preach  it  in  its  simplicity,  ask- 
ing no  demonstrative  power,  and  relying  on  none 
but  that  which  the  Master  has  promised  by  the 
energy  of  the  Holy  Ghost ;  and,  here  in  our  text 
he  transmits  to  Timothy,  and  so  to  all  of  us,  the 
same  single,  divinely-appointed  method  of  persuad- 
ing men  to  be  reconciled  unto  God.     God  keep  us 
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all  from  the  profound  folly  of  leaning  to  our  own 
understanding,  and  being  tempted  of  the  devil  to 
be  wiser  than  the  chiefest  of  the  Apostles ! 

There  were  thus,  among  others,  two  things  prom- 
inently present  to  the  mind  of  the  well-tried  Apos- 
tle, when  he  set  this  faithful  saying  before  his 
young  follower  in  the  evangelical  office : — first,  that 
the  merciful  purpose  of  Christ  is  to  save  men  from 
the  power  of  sin ;  and  secondly,  that  the  preaching 
of  Christ  is  the  appointed  method  of  our  instru- 
mentality for  that  end. 

1.  "  His  name  shall  be  called  Jesus,  for  he  shall 
save  his  people  from  their  sins."  That  "  Christ 
Jesus  came  to  save  sinners  "  from  the  terrible  wrath 
of  God  in  eternal  hell,  is  a  most  blessed  truth, 
which  should  fill  our  souls  with  thankfulness  and 
our  lives  with  zeal  in  his  cause.  For,  O  my  friends, 
how  dreadful  is  the  thought  of  a  soul  lying  down 
in  everlasting  burnings  !  But  to  make  deliverance 
from  punishment  the  only  or  even  the  principal 
part  of  salvation,  is  contrary  to  the  whole  tenor  of 
Scripture,  and  an  error  of  the  selfish,  ungodly  soul, 
that  cares  more  to  escape  suffering  than  to  serve 
Him,  whom  to  know  is  life  eternal.  Nay,  the  sal- 
vation necessarily  forbids  so  narrow  a  belief;  for 
without  the  entire,  radical  reformation  of  the  sin- 
ner, deliverance  from  eternal  misery  is  impossible. 
The  vital  connection  of  happiness  with  holiness  is 
laid  in  the  all-perfect  being  of  God  himself.  While 
the  infinitely  Holy  One  is  infinitely  blessed,  the 
slightest  deviation  of  a  creature  from  the  divine 
will  must  have  its  effect  in  mortal  ruin.  The  law 
of  the  universe  is  in  antagonism  to  sin,  and  the 
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Great  Ruler  will  not  break  his  law  to  free  a  willful 
sinner  from  his  own  sovereign  power.  Hence, 
while  the  Master  and  his  Apostles,  under  the 
inspiration  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  set  before  us,  by 
the  most  awful  images,  the  terrors  of  the  Lord  hi 
the  unutterable  anguish  of  hell,  they  lay  much 
greater  and  more  frequent  stress  on  the  advantages 
of  the  divine  service  in  this  life,  and  the  perfection 
of  its  rewards  in  an  endless  joy  among  the  holy 
ones  and  the  holy  praises  of  his  heavenly  pres- 
ence. The  rapture  of  Zacharias,  when  he  held  the 
young  Baptist  in  his  arms,  sprang  from  the  assur- 
ance that  the  Messiah  was  near,  who  "  would  grant 
unto  us,  that  we,  being  delivered  out  of  the  hand 
of  our  enemies,  might  serve  him  without  fear,  in 
holiness  and  righteousness  before  him,  all  the  days 
of  our  life." 

Our  Apostle,  writing  to  his  other  young  succes- 
sor, Titus,  in  not  dissimilar  language,  says  :  "  The 
grace  of  God  that  bringeth  salvation  hath  appeared 
to  all  men,  teaching  us,  that  denying  ungodliness 
and  worldly  lusts,  we  should  live  soberly,  right- 
eously, and  godly  hi  this  present  world;  looking 
for  that  blessed  hope,  and  the  glorious  appearing  of 
the  great  God  and  our  Savior  Jesus  Christ ;  who 
gave  himself  for  us,  that  he  might  redeem  us  from 
all  iniquity,  and  purify  unto  himself  a  peculiar 
people,  zealous  of  good  .works."  In  fact,  Paul's 
commission  was  to  the  same  purpose,  for  he  was 
sent  to  the  Gentiles  "  to  open  their  eyes,  and  to 
turn  them  from  darkness  unto  light,  and  from  the 
power  of  Satan  unto  God."  But  wherefore,  beloved 
brethren,  multiply  quotations  before  you  who  are 
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so  well  versed  in  the  sweet  and  holy  Scriptures ; 
especially  as,  I  trust,  we  all  know  by  delightful 
experience  the  preciousness  of  that  faith  whose 
richest  promise  is,  that  it  will  deliver  us  from  the 
sin  which  dwelleth  in  us,  and  make  us  meet  to 
serve  God  with  a  perfect  heart.  Yet  thus  much  of 
the  indubitable  testimony  has  been  adduced  to 
show  that  the  aim  of  our  Christianity,  and  of  the 
missionary  work  in  the  spread  of  Christianity,  is 
not  a  propagandism  of  mere  opinions,  but  to  secure, 
as  a  preparation  for  a  higher  life,  the  reformation 
of  mankind  from  all  evil  practices,  and  the  deliv- 
erance of  the  world  from  the  monstrous  miseries 
which  departure  from  the  true  God  has  brought 
upon  our  once  innocent  and  happy  humanity.* 

In  this  design  of  improving  human  welfare  by 
the  reformation  of  men's  lives,  Christianity  is  not 
singular.  The  least  reflection  will  come  at  the  fact 
that  wrong-doing,  while  it  injures  others,  reacts 
upon  ourselves ;  and  all  but  transcendental  atheists 
see  sin  against  God  in  crimes  against  ourselves  or 
our  fellows.  The  rules  of  personal  and  social 
morality  are  so  obvious  that  they  are  early  written 
on  the  human  heart  by  Divine  Providence,  even 
where  the  scriptural  Revelation  has  not  gone. 
Whatever  were  the  terms  in  which  the  classic  phi- 
losophers, or  their  more  eastern  teachers,  defined 
the  summum  boiium,  they  all  converged  to  a  belief 
that  virtue  is  its  own  reward,  and  vice  its  own  pun- 
ishment. No  one  of  them  ever  ventured  a  word  in 
praise  of  excess  or  oppression,  or  sought  to  vindi- 
cate an  evil  otherwise  than  by  veiling  its  deformity 

*  Romans  i.  20—32. 
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under  a  pretence  of  a  good  end.  They  wrote  much, 
and  disputed  more,  about  the  True,  the  Beautiful, 
and  the  Good  ;  yet  the  world  grew  worse  under 
their  teaching,  and  they  were  themselves  but 
poor  examples  of  their  own  achievements.  Mod- 
ern experimenters,  stealing  from  the  Bible,  which 
they  affect  to  deny,  its  grand  doctrine  of  a  family, 
have  dreamed  of  a  universal  harmony  before  at- 
tuning the  ever-varying,  discrepant  strings  to  the 
dominate  idea  of  one  Universal  Father.  Nay,  in 
our  day,  the  devil,  baffled  in  his  grosser  supersti- 
tions and  open  wars  against  the  pure,  merciful, 
godly  Gospel,  has  not  scrupled  to  imitate  the  livery 
of  Heaven,  and  turned  philanthropist,  affecting  to 
have  found  a  royal  road  to  the  recovery  of  man, 
more  rapid  and  easy  than  the  slow-paced  followers 
of  the  Christian  Testaments  have  ever  trod.  Nor 
are  there  wanting  some  professed  believers  in  the 
sovereign  authority  of  our  Scriptural  rule,  who 
have  tasted  of  the  tempter's  sophisms  until  they 
fancy  that  they  can  improve  upon  the  trite  maxims 
of  evangelical  ethics.  Yet  all  past  experiments  of 
the  kind  have  been  miserable  failures,  bringing  con- 
tempt on  their  projectors,  and  analogy  compels  us 
to  anticipate  like  disasters  to  all  similar  schemes  ; 
and  this  for  the  simple,  insuperable  reason,  that 
sin  can  be  counteracted  only  by  godliness,  and  that 
they  attempt  the  reformation  of  the  mass  before 
that  of  the  individual,  or,  if  they  approach  the 
individual,  seek  to  wash  off  his  Ethiopian  hue,  and 
change  his  leopard  spots,  while  the  heart  within 
remains  degraded  and  selfish,  because  "  without 
God." 
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2.  Not  so  our  Apostle.  Imbued  with  his  Mas- 
ter's love  for  the  world,  he  looked  upon  it  as  it  lay 
in  obscene  and  bloody  wickedness ;  and  his  heart 
yearned  with  longing  pity  over  the  woes  and 
wretchedness  of  his  many  suffering  fellows.  Con- 
scious of  a  mission,  second  only  to  that  of  Christ, 
for  the  real,  lasting  benefit  of  man,  but  conscious, 
also,  of  its  mighty  difficulty,  and  of  man's  utter 
insufficiency,  he  sought  for  the  method  of  his 
agency,  not  in  the  severe  dogmatism  of  the  Phar- 
isees, whose  self-righteousness  had  rejected  his 
Lord,  nor  in  the  philosophies  of  a  heathenism  he 
was  sent  to  convert,  nor  in  the  contrivances  of  that 
human  wit  which  had  debauched  man  from  his  up- 
rightness ;  but  as  a  servant  not  his  own,  because 
bought  with  a  price,  he  asked  of  the  Great  Philan- 
thropist, who  sits  in  his  cross-scarred  person  on 
the  throne  of  God,  "  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have 
me  to  do  1 "  and,  when  assured  that,  though  called 
"  out  of  due  time,"  he  was  one  of  those  com- 
manded "  to  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature," 
he  humbly,  and  joyfully,  and  implicitly  obeyed— 
humbly,  because  he  was  not  sufficient  for  any  thing 
of  himself — joyfully,  because  his  success  in  doing 
his  Master's  will  was  certain — implicitly,  because 
the  command  was  his  only  guide.  So  he  acted, 
never  swerving  to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left, 
never  faltering  under  good  or  evil  report ;  knowing 
nothing,  and  desiring  to  know  nothing,  but  Jesus 
Christ  and  him  crucified,  whether  preaching  to 
Jew  or  Greek,  barbarian,  Scythian,  bond  or  free — 
enlightening  the  simple  and  confounding  the  learned 
by  the  same  faithful  saying — "  worthy  of  all  accep- 
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tation,  that  Christ  Jesus   came  into  the  world  to 
save  sinners." 

The  carnal  mind,  to  which  the  things  of  the 
Spirit  are  foolishness,  could  not  then,  as  it  cannot 
now,  see  the  reasonableness  of  preaching  a  doc- 
trine and  a  mystery  for  the  purpose  of  reforming 
a  world  from  sin  and  crime.  Its  language  then,  as 
it  would  be  now,  if  out-spoken,  would  have  been : 
"  Teach  the  savage  first  the  arts  of  life ;  civilize 
him  from  his  rudeness,  and  when  you  have  lifted 
him  above  his  brutality,  you  may  lead  him,  as  his 
understanding  is  developed,  to  your  abstract  truths. 
Confound  the  skeptic  by  the  evidences  of  natural 
religion,  and  unveil  the  links  of  the  all- sustaining 
chain  that  depends  from  the  Great  First  Cause. 
Bring  the  compressing  stricture  of  analogy,  thread 
after  thread,  about  him,  until,  like  an  insect,  he 
struggles  in  an  insect's  web.  Set  before  the  profli- 
gate his  loathsomeness  in  strong  contrast  to  the 
dignity  and  comfort  of  a  decent  life,  rousing  his 
dormant  self-respect  and  latent  strength,  while  you 
surround  him  with  external  forces  of  constraint 
and  example.  Sweep  away  by  the  strong  arm,  and 
by  carnal  weapons,  the  barriers  which  uplift  them- 
selves against  the  equalities  which  the  gospel  en- 
joins. Let  art,  and  science,  and  letters  go,  like 
gentle,  graceful  Baptists,  to  prepare  the  way  for 
your  beautiful  ethics ;  but,  even  then,  keep  in  the 
back-ground  those  humiliating,  unwelcome  mysti- 
cisms of  human  depravity  and  irresistible  grace, 
which  are  folly  to  the  rational  and  disgusting  to 
the  refined.  Purge  your  creed  of  its  effete  and 
antiquated  notions,  that  you  may  win  an  alliance 


17 

with  a  liberal  press  and  the  progressive  spirits  of 
this  steam-driven  and  electric  age.  Throw  aronnd 
your  too  sober  religion  the  charms  of  music,  and 
painting,  and  architecture,  which  heathenism  has 
employed  with  such  magical  effect ;  breathe  its 
tenderness  in  periods  of  Hyblsean  sweetness — yet 
remembering  that  ears,  which  can  listen  entranced 
for  hours  to  the  trilling  of  a  eunuch  or  the  swan- 
like cadences  of  a  tragedy- queen,  will  weary  of 
heaven  itself,  if  your  homily  transcend  a  score-and- 
a-half  of  minutes.  The  cross  is  a  beautiful  em- 
blem, if  you  gild  it  on  tower,  or  altar,  or  the  bosom 
of  beauty ;  but  take  its  blood-stained  beams  from 
the  path  of  our  lives,  lest  we  dash  our  feet  against 
it.  The  world  is  too  strong  for  your  simple  gospel, 
and  if  you  would  win,  you  must  disguise  it  in  the 
millinery  of  the  present  fashion ! "  Methinks  I 
hear  the  answer  of  our  Apostle  to  such  vain  and 
foolish  babbling :  "  It  is  written,  I  will  destroy  the 
wisdom  of  the  wise,  and' will  bring  to  nothing  the 
understanding  of  the  prudent.  Where  is  the  wise  ? 
where  is  the  scribe'?  where  is  the  disputer  of  this 
world'?  hath  not  God  made  foolish  the  wisdom 
of  this  world  %  For  after  that  the  world  by  wis- 
dom knew  not  God,  it  pleased  God  by  the  foolish- 
ness of  preaching  to  save  them  that  believe.  For 
the  Jews  require  a  sign,  and  the  Greeks  seek  after 
wisdom ;  but  we  preach  Christ  crucified,  unto  the 
Jews  a  stumbling-block,  and  unto  the  Greeks  fool- 
ishness ;  but  unto  them  which  are  called,  both 
Jews  and  Greeks,  Christ  the  power  of  God,  and 
the  wisdom  of  God." 

It  were  enough  for  our  purpose,  with  every  Chris- 
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tian  heart,  to  say  that  this  method  of  saving  sinners, 
under  the  divine  blessing,  is  the  special  and  only  in- 
strumentality intrusted  to  us  as  Christians  ;  and  that, 
going  as  our  Lord's  servants  to  do  his  work  in  his 
field,  we  have  no  right  to  do  aught  but  that  which 
he  has  commanded  us  to  do ;  much  less,  substitute 
our  judgment  for  his.  The  cause  is  his  ;  we  are 
his  agents ;  and,  whatever  may  seem  to  be  the  out- 
ward gain,  there  is  no  real  success  except  so  far  as 
he  has  the  glory  of  converting  sinners  to  himself 
by  the  doctrine  of  his  Cross  and  his  Holy  Spirit. 
Even  if  it  were  possible  (a  monstrous  supposition !) 
to  make  men  repent  by  any  method  of  our  own 
device,  we  should  not  dare  to  use  it,  for  then  we 
should  take  the  praise  from  him  and  break  our 
loyalty. 

But  there  are  reasons,  which  we  are  not  presump- 
tuous in  discovering,  why  the  preaching  of  Christ 
crucified  is  the  only  process  of  converting  the  world 
from  its  sins  and  miseries. 

The  world  is  an  aggregate  of  individual  sinners. 
"  God  so  loved  the  world  that  he  gave  his  only 
begotten  Son  " — 'he  embraced  the  world  in  his  lov- 
ing mercy — yet,  when  the  method  of  blessing  is 
described  the  noun  of  multitude  is  changed  to  the 
singular  pronoun — "  that  whosoever  belie veth  in 
him  should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life." 
So  in  the  great  commission,  "  Go  ye  into  all  the 
World  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature ;  he 
that  believeth  and  is  baptized  shall  be  saved  ;  but  he 
that  believeth  not  shall  be  damned."  The  world  is 
to  be  saved,  but  through  the  conversion  of  individ- 
ual sinners.     We  may  preach  to  the  multitude,  but 
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only  he  who  by  the  grace  of  God  believes  the  word, 
will  be  blessed.  The  sinner  is  singled  out ;  the 
Spirit  goes  and  stands  before  his  heart  and  knocks 
at  its  particular  door ;  his  sense  of  personal  respon- 
sibility is  roused ;  he  is  brought  face  to  face  with 
his  Judge,  sees  his  own  danger,  and  the  only  method 
of  escape.  No  outward  method  will  then  suffice  to 
soothe  his  conscience.  He  must  answer  to  God, 
who  sees  his  hidden  thoughts ;  and  the  principles 
of  his  life  must  be  changed  from  selfishness  and 
conformity  to  the  world,  into  fear  and  love  of  God. 
The  truth  must,  therefore,  be  such  as  will  produce 
this  inward  conviction  and  meet  this  awakened 
anxiety ;  and  such  truth  the  Scripture  declares  the 
doctrine  of  Christ,  to  be. 

The  reformation  can  be  brought  about  only  by 
the  Spirit  of  God,  and  it  is  not  for  us  to  unfold  the 
mysteries  of  the  regeneration  which  he  has  not  ex- 
plained. But  God,  who  in  nature  has  his  invariable 
methods,  may  well  be  allowed  to  have  methods  as 
invariable  in  grace.  It  is  his  divine  energy  alone 
that  fructifies  the  seed,  yet  it  proceeds  through  the 
air  and  sunlight  and  moisture  and  soil,  working, 
how  we  know  not,  but  by  methods  he  understands. 
So  the  several  truths  condensed  in  the  gospel  are 
the  invariable  means  by  which  his  Spirit  converts 
and  sanctifies  sinners.  His  resistless  lightning  will 
follow  the  metallic  rod  or  long-stretched  wire ;  so, 
when  he  pleases,  the  fires  of  his  Spirit  thrill  through 
the  gospel  upon  the  soul  it  touches.  The  mystery 
is  more  glorious  but  not  more  inexplicable  in  grace 
than  in  nature ;  for  in  both  God  uses  the  methods 
of  his  sovereign  choice. 
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It  is  true,  that  the  soul  is  intelligent  and  moral, 
and  the  repentance  to  be  effected  is  personal  and 
voluntary ;  and  so  the  truth  must  act,  as  it  ever 
acts,  morally  on  the  choice.  Of  all  sciences,  the 
science  of  the  human  soul  is  the  least  understood 
by  us ;  but  God,  who  made  the  soul,  is  an  unerring 
metaphysician,  and  knows  the  very  truth  which  is 
the  best,  nay,  the  only  one  by  which  to  accomplish 
his  purpose  of  our  salvation.  Out  of  all  his  infi- 
nite resources  of  wisdom,  he  has  chosen  the  doc- 
trine of  "Jesus  Christ  and  him  crucified"  as  the 
channel  through  which  his  sovereign  power  will 
subdue  the  sinner's  heart ;  and  he  gave  his  Son 
Jesus  Christ  to  be  crucified,  that  the  truth,  which 
alone  could  be  a  channel  of  his  grace,  might,  in 
his  mercy,  be  provided.  What  right,  then,  had 
Paul,  what  right  have  we  to  use,  in  our  efforts  to 
save  sinners,  any  other  method  than  that  which 
God  himself  uses  and  commands  us  to  use  ] 

Yet  we  may  go  farther,  and  see  something  of 
the  process  by  which  this  doctrine  works  such 
blessed  effects  in  reforming  the  sinful  soul.  For, 
in  the  first  place,  by  the  provision  of  an  infinite 
Savior,  God  takes  all  self-sufficiency  out  of  our 
hearts.  We  see  how  utterly  we  are  ruined  and 
lost,  when  only  such  a  ransom  can  redeem  us.  We 
are  without  excuse,  and  dare  not  impeach  the  sever- 
ity of  his  justice  against  our  sin,  when  we  see  that 
he  spared  not  his  own  Son  incarnate  as  our  surety ; 
we  must  own  his  claim  on  our  hearts  when  we  see 
him  not  only  infinitely  just,  but  infinitely  merciful ; 
so  merciful,  that  rather  than  we  should  perish  he 
laid  our  help  on  the  mighty  Crucified  One ;   and 
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when,  having  shuddered  over  our  utter  ruin  and 
fearful  danger,  we  also  feel  the  precious  blood  of 
the  Cross  poured  like  balm  into  our  wounded 
conscience,  and  the  Spirit  of  adoption  breathing, 
through  our  desires,  filial  prayer  to  God,  sure  of 
being  heard,  how  can  we  fail  to  cry  with  the 
Psalmist,  "  What  shall  I  render  unto  the  Lord  for 
all  his  benefits  1 "  or,  like  our  Apostle,  to  live  not 
unto  ourselves  but  unto  him  who  died  for  us  and 
rose  again."  Oh,  dear  friends,  these  are  the  truths 
which  drew  Paul  to  the  service  of  Christ ;  these 
the  truths  which  drew  us  within  the  strait  gate ; 
these  the  only  truths  which  can  draw  any  sinner  to 
God.  The  Holy  Spirit  uses  no  other  attraction. 
"  If  I  be  lifted  up  from  the  earth,"  saith  the  Savior, 
"  I  will  draw  all  men  unto  me."  No  demonstra- 
tion of  duty  however  strong,  no  motive  of  inter- 
est however  urgent,  no  portents  of  hell  however 
lurid  in  sulphureous  fires,  no  pictures  of  virtue 
however  beautiful  in  heavenly  lineaments,  can  win 
men  to  God  like  a  sight  of  Jesus  on  his  mother's 
knee,  on  his  cross,  and  his  throne.  It  is  when  we 
see  that  he  first  loved  us  that  we  love  him,  and  we 
delight  to  serve  him  because  he  so  loved  us  as  to 
give  himself  for  us.  Then  it  is,  that  the  enmity  of 
our  carnal  minds  against  God  is  slain,  and  the  pen- 
itent clings  to  him  like  a  loving  child ;  then  the 
root  of  sin,  from  which  the  works  of  the  flesh 
spring  with  such  vigor  and  plentifulness,  is  cut,  and 
the  soul,  grafted  into  the  Living  Vine,  Christ  Jesus, 
brings  forth  grateful  praise  in  the  spiritual  virtues 
of  a  Christian  life ;  then  the  heart,  which  was  a 
fountain  of  sin,  is  healed,  and  wells  out  a  bright, 
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healthful    stream,    gladdening    the    earth    through 
which  it  flows  to  the  city  of  God. 

Such  is  the  theory  of  Christianity  respecting  the 
reformation  of  shiners,  as  expressed  by  the  Scrip- 
tural terms,  regeneration,  conversion,  sanctinca- 
tion — all  of  which  imply  a  radical  change  of  man's 
heart  from  evil  to  good  by  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  through  the  doctrine  of  Christ;  such  was 
the  theory  which  our  incarnate  Lord  and  all  his 
inspired  Apostles  followed;  and  such,  embodied 
in  our  great  commission,  is  the  only  one  which 
we,  as  Christians,  have  a  right  to  believe  and  prac- 
tice. Conceived  by  infinite  wisdom,  made  the  sole 
channel  of  sovereign  grace  in  the  recovery  of  the 
world  to  God,  and  prescribed  to  us  by  both  the 
doctrines  and  commands  of  supreme  Scripture  as 
the  method  of  our  working  together  with  God  in 
Christ,  it  assures  us  of  ultimate  success,  so  far  as 
we  zealously  exert  the  allowed  instrumentalities ; 
but  we  lose  our  time,  waste  our  labor,  delay  our 
triumph,  and,  worse  than  all,  desert  the  authority 
and  example  of  our  Lord,  when  we  attempt  the 
work  he  has  set  us  by  any  other  scheme  or  process, 
be  it  ever  so  plausible,  or,  in  human  judgment, 
politic.  That  there  are  various  subordinate  ways  of 
benefiting  mankind,  no  one  will  deny ;  and  while, 
as  philanthropists,  or  members  of  general  society, 
we  may  engage  in  them,  we  should  never  forget 
that  they  are  subordinate  and  effective  only  as  they 
are  conformable  to  the  higher  rule ;  nay,  we  should 
ever  remember  that  we  are  more  than  patriots  or 
philanthropists,  even  Christians,  and  that  we  be- 
long to  our  Divine  Master,  who  has  commanded  us 
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to  seek  the  restoration  of  men  to  eternal  happi- 
ness by  restoring  them  to  God  through  faith  in 
Christ  crucified,  and  has  made  it  our  peculiar  and 
paramount  duty  to  drive  directly  at  the  human 
heart,  not  carnal  weapons  or  those  of  human  forg- 
ing, but  the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  the  word 
of  God.  The  great  command  is  to  preach  the  gos- 
pel, and  nothing  is  gospel  which  does  not  bring 
prominently  before  men  the  doctrine  of  Christ  cru- 
cified. That  was  the  secret  of  success  in  the  first 
ages  of  our  religion,  and  neither  human  nature  nor 
Christianity  are  different  now  from  then ;  and  that 
has  been  the  secret  of  success  ever  since,  as  the 
annals  of  the  Church  generally,  but  especially  of 
missionary  effort,  most  clearly  demonstrate. 

It  was  when  the  Church,  impatient  of  spiritual 
dependence,  and  seduced  by  carnal  policy,  turned 
to  sensuous  expedients  and  alliances  with  human 
authority,  that  a  night,  dark  and  polluted  almost 
as  heathenism  itself,  came  over  its  mind  and  heart ; 
and  it  was  nothing,  under  God,  but  a  revival  of 
the  doctrine  of  justification  and  sanctification  only 
through  Christ,  by  Luther  and  his  brethren,  that 
led  Israel  out  of  bondage.  Again  the  Church, 
even  under  its  most  Protestant  forms,  has,  in  our 
later  days,  too  much  reverted  to  the  radical  heresy 
of  substituting  the  will  and  wisdom  of  man  for 
the  will  and  wisdom  of  the  Creator ;  therefore  the 
ways  of  Zion  mourn,  abominations  of  the  Gentiles 
are  in  the  house  of  God,  and  we  suffer  ignominious 
defeats  at  home  and  abroad.  Nor  shall  we  ever 
recover  from  our  corrupting  worldliness,  and  march 
on  with  primitive  strength  toward  the  millennial 
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consummation  of  a  regenerated  world,  until  the 
Church,  by  all  her  pulpits,  and  the  voices  of  all 
her  people,  shall  return  to  the  apostolical  rule  of 
knowing  nothing  among  men  but  Jesus  Christ 
and  him  crucified.  It  is  my  firm  belief  that  if 
every  preacher  in  our  land  calling  himself  Chris- 
tian, laying  aside  all  other  themes,  and  this  sin  of 
human  expediency  which  so  easily  besets  us,  would 
devote  himself,  like  Paul,  to  the  preaching  of  the 
simple  Gospel,  and  the  Church,  confident  only  in 
evangelical  truth,  would  unite  in  calling  down  by 
prayer  the  fires  of  the  Spirit,  as  they  did  at  the 
Pentecost,  we  should  see  before  a  year,  aye,  before 
a  month's  time,  a  revival  of  religion  which  would 
consume  before  it,  like  flame  on  the  prairies,  all  the 
prevalent  vices  and  deep-rooted  oppressions  which 
now  degrade  our  people  and  deform  our  country  ; 
nay,  that  the  God-sent  energy  accompanying  his 
word,  would  cross  seas  and  oceans  to  the  land  of 
the  Old  World  and  of  the  heathen,  casting  down 
all  that  exalts  itself  agahist  God,  leaving  in  its 
track  the  fruitful  seeds  of  all  true  morality  and 
peace,  until  the  wilderness  should  become  as  Eden, 
and  the  desert  as  the  garden  of  the  Lord.  The 
skeptical  world  may  laugh  outright  at  such  a  pre- 
diction, as  they  mocked  Jesus  when  he  hung  on 
that  cross  which  is  yet  to  draw  all  men  unto  him  ; 
and  perhaps  some  doubting  Christians  may  demand 
preparatory  reformations,  as  if  John  the  Baptist 
had  not  finished  his  work  before  Jesus  entered 
upon  his.  I  have  no  argument  outside  of  the  Bible 
against  such  objections ;  but  tell  me,  ye  who  read 
the  word  daily,  if  every  page  of  the  blessed  New 
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Testament  does  not  warrant  the  hope ;  and  tell  me, 
again,  if  there  be  any  where  within  these  same 
leaves  any  other  ground  of  Christian  expectation  ! 
Christ  must  reign,  let  the  world  or  doubting  Chris- 
tians do  as  they  will,  until  he  hath  put  all  his 
enemies  under  his  feet ;  but  we  are  his  servants, 
and  his  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world.  God  will 
make  the  wrath  of  man  to  praise  him,  by  the  self- 
destructive  operation  of  conflicting  vices  ;  but  the 
wrath  of  God  belongs  to  his  vengeance,  with  which 
we  have  nothing  to  do.  Our  rule  is,  that  "  the 
fruit  of  righteousness  is  sown  in  peace  of  them 
that  make  peace ; "  and  there  is  no  peace  in  any 
human  heart,  there  can  be  none  on  earth,  until  it 
receives  the  peace  of  God  through  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.     So  Paul  thought. 

Secondly — Paul's  Confession  : 

"  Sinners,  of  whom  I  am  chief."  The  verse 
following  shows  that  one  of  the  ideas  he  meant  to 
convey  by  this  clause  is,  the  willingness  of  Christ 
to  save  sinners  as  declared  by  the  fact  of  so  great  a 
sinner  as  himself  having  been  called  to  hope  in 
God.  The  Apostle  knew  his  own  heart  as  he  could 
not  know  the  hearts  of  other  men,  and  therefore, 
though  he  knew  all  to  be  sinners,  his  charitable 
judgment  of  them,  and  his  consciousness  of  his 
own  guilt,  made  him  put  himself  lower  than  all 
others  in  shi ;  while  his  grateful  desire  for  the  glory 
of  the  Savior,  who  had  raised  him  from  such  ex- 
treme depths,  made  him  eager  to  proclaim  to  the 
whole  world  the  sufficiency  and  readiness  of  Christ 
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But  there  is  here  another  thought  very  instruc- 
tive and  apposite  to  our  purpose.  The  necessary 
operation  in  his  heart  of  that  grace  which  brought 
him,  through  Christ,  to  son-ship  with  Gocl,  com- 
pletely stripped  him  of  that  self-righteousness 
which,  in  the  days  of  his  Pharisaism,  had  led  him 
to  look  down  on  his  fellow-sinners,  and  even  to 
persecute  with  rancor  all  who  did  not  believe  and 
act  after  his  fashion.  His  spirit  was  emptied  of 
pride  in  his  own  judgment  and  virtue  before  he 
could  rely  on  his  Savior's  righteousness. 

A  sinner,  worse,  as  he  thought,  than  all  others, 
he  had  no  right  to  condemn  and  denounce  and  hate 
any  sinner ;  a  Christian,  sent  by  the  gentle  Jesus 
with  messages  of  mercy,  he  could  not  attack  them 
with  harshness  and  rigor.  He  who,  when  on  earth, 
never  spake  a  severe  word  except  against  such  as 
"  trusted  in  themselves  that  they  were  righteous 
and  despised  others,"  and  the  temper  of  whose 
ministry  was  meekness  and  lowliness  of  heart, 
would  never  have  tolerated  an  opposite  spirit  in  a 
sinner,  saved  by  grace,  sent  to  tell  other  sinners 
of  salvation  by  grace ;  nor  could  Paul,  after  his 
experience  and  inspiration,  have  been  guilty  of 
such  a  self-contradiction.  Whatever  fault  the  ene- 
mies of  truth  might  have  charged  upon  him,  they 
could  not  accuse  him  of  pragmaticalness  or  preten- 
sion. Kind  to  the  lowliest,  deferential  to  rank, 
compassionate  to  the  sorrowful,  and  courteous  to 
all,  he  gave  place  to  every  one ;  and  even  when, 
as  an  Apostle,  it  became  his  office  to  rebuke  sin 
and  threaten  the  terrors  of  the  Lord  against  willful 
sinners,  he  trembles  as  he  utters  the  awful  words, 
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and  sinks  weeping  into  entreaty  and  expostulation 
that  they  would  reconcile  themselves  to  God  ;  for 
he  was  an  ambassador  for  Christ,  and  he  had  no 
right  to  address  them  otherwise  than  as  though 
Christ  were  persuading  them  by  him.  He  would 
have  thrown  away  his  hope  of  success,  if  he  had 
suffered  the  impulses  of  the  carnal  heart  to  rise  up 
and  mingle  themselves  with  the  divine  motives 
which  urged  him  to  represent  the  love  and  tender- 
ness of  Christ. 

The  same  lowly,  affectionate  disposition  charac- 
terizes all  the  Apostles.  Before  the  Holy  Ghost 
was  given,  and  they  through  the  cross  and  ascension 
of  their  Lord  had  been  disabused  of  the  Jewish 
folly,  that  Messiah's  kingdom  was  to  be  of  this 
world,  the  disciples  had  been  prone  to  revenge  and 
war.  Untaught  by  his  merciful  miracles,  and  his 
innocent,  weaponless  life,  his  patient  forgiveness  of 
wrong,  and  his  unwearied  zeal  in  doing  good,  they 
had  desired  to  see  his  wonderful  power  in  the  de- 
struction of  his  enemies.  Even  the  two  sons  of 
Zebedee,  the  martyr  James,  and  the  beloved  one  of 
the  twelve,  were  anxious  to  call  down  fire  from 
heaven  upon  some  churlish  bigots  of  Samaritans. 
Though  but  a  little  while  before,  they  had  not  faith 
enough  in  his  saving  power  to  cure  a  child  of  fits, 
they  had  then  presumption  enough  to  ask  for  his 
lightnings,  that  they  might  burn  up  a  village;  and 
Peter — the  rock  on  whose  confession  of  Christ  the 
whole  Church,  Jew  and  Gentile,  is  built — only  a 
little  hour  before  he  denied  his  Lord  like  a  coward, 
was  fierce  enough  to  fight  the  whole  of  the  High 
Priest's  posse.     Yet,  after  the  Pentecost,  when  the 
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true  power  of  Christianity  had  come  upon  them  in 
the  spirit  of  Christ,  all  was  changed.  Barring  a 
few  outbreaks  of  the  old  man,  as  if  to  show  that 
even  Apostles  this  side  of  heaven  are  not  perfectly 
sanctified,  they  are  like  lambs,  following  the  Lamb 
of  God.  We  know  little  of  James,  but  may  not 
doubt  that  he  met  the  sword  of  Herod,  as  his 
Master  died  on  the  cross,  praying  for  his  murderers. 
Even  Paul's  tenderness  scarcely  equals  that  which 
melts  us  to  tears  in  Peter's  Epistles  ;  and  John,  on 
the  verge  of  heaven,  stretches  forth  his  aged  hands 
to  bid  us  love  one  another  like  little  children,  be- 
cause, "  he  that  dwelleth  in  love  dwelleth  in  God, 
and  God  in  him."  That  indignation,  and  wrath, 
and  even  bloodshed  are  natural,  we  may  not  deny. 
The  babe  upon  its  mother's  bosom  will  strike  with 
its  little  fist,  and  the  crawling  worm  turn  up  its 
sting  when  trodden  upon.  Nor  is  it  surprising, 
that  when  we  see  and  feel  wrong  against  ourselves 
or  our  fellows,  and  the  base  opposition  of  men  to 
the  truth  and  moralities  of  the  gospel,  we,  who  have 
so  much  sinful  flesh  about  us,  should  so  give  place 
to  the  devil  as  to  forget  that  we  are  to  overcome 
evil  only  with  good.  But  it  is  the  grace  of  Chris- 
tianity to  change  our  carnal  hearts,  out  of  whose 
"  lusts,  warring  against  the  soul,  come  wars  and 
fightings,"  and  the  holy  Sermon  on  the  Mount 
teaches  how  opposite  is  the  nature  which  the  Gospel 
gives.  So  from  both  evangelical  history  and  pre- 
cept we  learn,  that  we  know  not  of  what  manner 
of  spirit  we  are,  when  we  are  not  seeking  to  save 
men's  lives  as  well  as  their  souls  ;  and  that,  precisely 
as  we  share  in  the  Pentecostal  gift  of  the  Holy 
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Ghost,  will  our  souls  be  purged  from  all  impatient, 
vindictive,  and  rancorous  disposition,  because  the 
Holy  Ghost  is  the  spirit  of  Christ. 

In  fact,  the  mercifulness  of  the  Gospel  in  spirit, 
and  speech,  and  act,  is  another  chief  characteristic, 
distinguishing  it  from  any  other  form  of  religion, 
and  giving  to  it  a  glory  superior  to  all  other  dis- 
pensations of  God  himself.  The  rebel  angels  met 
only  with  justice,  and  all  the  fires  of  hell  have 
never  subdued  one  of  them  to  contrition ;  but 
when  their  Lord  and  ours  would  bring  back  rebel 
man,  he  sets  forth  his  forgiveness,  "  that  he  may  be 
feared,"  and  by  his  "  goodness  leadeth  us  to  repent- 
ance." The  law  of  the  Ten  Precepts,  a  republi- 
cation of  the  original  law  for  man,  was  proclaimed 
with  thunderings,  and  lightnings,  and  earthquakes, 
denouncing  inevitable  destruction  on  all  the  guilty  ; 
but  the  Gospel  of  the  promised  seed  had  been 
preached  to  the  father  of  believers,  four  hundred 
and  thirty  years  before  that  awful  scene ;  and  when 
that  law  so  came,  it  came  not  alone,  but  ordained 
in  the  hands  of  a  mediator  with  the  Gospel  of  the 
Sacrifices  —  Moses,  the  Law-giver  and  the  Lligh 
Priest,  the  Intercessor,  uniting,  as  the  one  great  type 
of  Him  in  whom  we  trust,  and  on  whose  cross,  right- 
eousness and  peace  have  kissed  each  other.  Our 
Lord's  miracles  of  healing  were  more  than  signs  of 
his  mercy  to  the  soul,  for  they  show  his  method  of 
recommending  the  Gospel  to  men  by  kindness  and 
long-suffering ;  and,  as  the  Father  had  sent  him,  so 
sent  he  forth  his  Apostles,  authority  to  preach  and 
power  to  heal  in  Christ's  name  being  joined  together. 
It  was  this  meekness  under  persecution,  this  devo- 
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tion  to  the  best  good  of  their  fellow-men,  this  forgive- 
ness amidst  the  tortures  of  cruel  death,  which  made 
the  confessors  and  martyrs  of  the  primitive  ages  so 
honored  in  spreading  the  triumphs  of  the  cross  ; 
and  it  was  when  a  corrupt  and  worldly  church, 
abandoned  of  God,  because  abandoning  the  spirit 
of  Christ,  so  lost  the  true  features  of  Christianity, 
that,  like  Cain,  it  sought  to  strike  down  with  the 
bloody  hand  those  whose  lowly  sacrifice  God  ac- 
cepted. But  the  revival  of  the  doctrine  of  justifi- 
cation by  faith,  through  its  exhibitions  of  Christ  on 
the  cross,  brought  down  again  on  Christianity,  de- 
spite of  the  infirmities  that  disfigured  not  a  few  of 
the  reformers,  the  spirit  of  toleration  "  which  is  first 
pure,  then  peaceable,  gentle,  easy  to  be  entreated, 
full  of  mercy  and  good  fruits,  without  partiality 
and  without  hypocrisy;"  and  the  fruit  of  peace  was 
again  "  sown  in  peace  of  them  that  make  peace." 
There  are  those  who  will  tell  us,  that  the  violence 
of  Luther  and  others  among  his  collaborators  was 
necessary  in  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  his  work  ; 
but  there  is  no  Scripture  for  saying  that  "  the  wrath 
of  man  worketh  the  righteousness  of  God."  That 
God  used  the  remarkable  and  bold  energy  of  Lu- 
ther, as  he  did  that  of  Peter,  for  his  cause,  we  may 
freely  admit,  without  also  admitting  that  Luther 
would  have  been  less  blest,  had  he  been  more  like 
Peter  after  the  Pentecost  than  he  was  like  Peter 
when  he  smote  off  Malchus'  ear.  As  in  the  case 
of  evangelical  preaching,  so  in  this  of  the  evangeli- 
cal spirit,  the  history  of  the  Church,  and  eminently 
that  of  Missions,  shows  that  it  is  the  gentle  and 
benign  character  of  Christians,  apart  from  worldly 
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force,  and  especially  from  a  harsh,  or  austere,  or 
polemical  policy,  which  overcomes  the  hearts  of 
men,  and  will  yet  transform  all  the  cruelties  of  the 
world  into  the  kindness  of  Christ. 

The  doctrine  of  Christ  and  him  crucified,  the 
Gospel  of  him  who  came  into  the  world  to  save  sin- 
ners, is  infallibly  followed  by  benevolent,  charitable, 
forbearing,  long-suffering,  humble  examples  of  its 
transforming  power ;  because  no  man,  brought  by 
the  Holy  Ghost  to  see  how  great  a  sinner  he  is  and 
how  much  he  has  been  forgiven,  will  dare  to  take 
his  fellow-sinner  by  the  throat ;  but,  continually 
compelled  by  the  providence  of  Him  who  causes 
"  his  sun  to  shine  on  the  evil  and  the  good,  and  his 
rain  to  descend  on  the  just  and  the  unjust,"  he  will 
remember  that  he  cannot  teach  the  doctrine  of  the 
cross  except  in  the  spirit  of  the  Crucified.  As  it 
is  slavish  fear  which  marks  superstition,  because 
true  religion  has  its  spring  in  love  ;  so  fierceness 
and  bitterness  and  severity  mark  the  fanatic,  be- 
cause true  Christianity  is  the  religion  of  mercy. 
The  Apostles  excel  us  in  eloquence,  and  miracu- 
lous power,  and  the  gift  of  tongues,  as  many  may 
excel  us  in  riches  for  almsgiving  ;  but  there  is  one 
thing  in  which  we  may  emulate  them,  without 
which  they  would  have  not  succeeded,  and  with 
which  we  must  succeed, — the  yet  "  more  excellent 
way"  of  "  charity  that  never  faileth." 

Oh  for  a  more  thorough  conviction  of  our  own 
sinfulness  to  pervade  our  churches,  and  more  faith 
in  the  Gospel  as  the  only  method  of  saving  sinners ! 
Then  shall  we  be  ready  to  devote  all  our  energies 
to  the  salvation  of  the  world,  and  God  be  ready  to 
crown  us  with  quick  success. 
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We  are  thus  prepared,  from  our  examination  of 
the  text,  and  the  history  of  the  Apostle,  to  define 
the  true  missionary  spirit  as  exhibited  by  him, 
under  two  terms  :  Sympathy  with  Christ,  and  Sym- 
pathy  with  sinners. 

1.  Sympathy  with  Christ.  Among  the  truths 
which  our  Apostle  preached,  there  is  none  that  he 
dwells  upon  with  more  frequency  or  delight  than 
the  close  union  of  the  believer  with  Christ.  That 
he  is  not  his  "  own  but  bought  with  a  price,"  and 
therefore  bound  to  serve  his  Lord  with  all  his 
powers,  is  not  enough  to  declare  how  completely  he 
and  every  ransomed  sinner  is  identified  with  the 
Savior.  Our  beloved  Lord  had  set  the  example  of 
describing  the  relation  as  of  a  more  generous  and 
elevating  character.  "Henceforth  I  call  you  not 
servants,  but  friends,  for  the  servant  knoweth  not 
what  his  lord  doeth."  Nay,  friendship  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  declare  the  entire  intimacy  ;  the  believer  is 
one  with  Christ,  a  member  "  of  his  body,  of  his  flesh 
and  of  his  bones,"  making,  with  the  rest  of  the 
Church,  that  blessed  "body"  which  shall  be  glori- 
fied throughout  eternity  as  "  the  fullness  of  him  that 
filleth  all  in  all ; "  so  that  the  life,  the  strength,  the 
grace  that  is  in  the  Head,  pervades  each  member  of 
all  the  body.  Yet  this  comes  through  the  work  of 
Christ  for  the  sanctification  of  the  sinner  who 
believes  unto  himself.  The  believer  is  "  crucified 
with  Christ,"  and  in  that  crucifixion  the  sinful  life, 
which  was  forfeit  to  the  law  and  which  held  him 
afar  from  God,  dies ;  but  he,  by  the  same  token,  is 
risen  with  Christ,  and  the  life  he  now  lives  in  the 
flesh,  he  lives  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who 
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loved  him  and  gave  himself  for  him ;  and  this  life 
is  the  spirit  of  Christ  which  consecrated  him  and 
consecrates  all  his  people  to  the  glory  of  God  in  the 
salvation  of  sinners.  It  was  for  this  end  that  Christ 
was  born,  having  been  conceived  of  the  Holy  Ghost ; 
for  this,  he  finished,  in  his  death  on  the  cross,  his 
life  of  meek,  devoted  zeal ;  for  this,  he  rose  from  the 
dead  and  assumed  the  riches  of  the  Godhead  at  the 
right  hand  of  the  Father ;  and  so  for  this,  the  sinner 
saved  by  grace  is  born  again  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
and,  crucified  unto  the  world,  lives  by  the  strength 
that  is  in  Christ  Jesus.  The  Creator  had  many 
worlds  of  light  hymning  his  praise  through  the 
infinite  universe ;  but  the  redemption  of  our  lost 
world,  and  its  restoration  to  loyalty  and  holiness 
and  bliss,  was  to  prove  the  most  excellent  of  all 
his  works,  and  to  fill  that  universe  with  eternal 
anthems  of  adoration,  higher  in  ecstasy  than  angel 
or  archangel  had  ever  reached.  Oh,  what  a  glory 
must  that  be  when  its  development  and  manifest- 
ation was  "  the  joy  set  before  him,"  for  which  the 
Only-begotten  stooped  to  assume  our  nature,  and 
in  our  likeness  to  be  faithful  unto  death,  and  to 
"  endure  the  cross,  despising  the  shame"  !  So  the 
believer,  like  his  Lord,  counts  all  things  as  loss, 
nay,  as  vile,  compared  to  the  glory  of  God  he  has 
been  called  to  advance  by  his  instrumentality  for  the 
salvation  of  sinners.  As  the  spirit  of  Christ  fills 
his  soul,  he  glows  with  the  assured  expectation  of 
his  Savior's  glory,  and,  thankful,  beyond  all  power 
of  language  to  express,  that  he  has  been  taken  from 
the  depths  and  the  very  gates  of  hell,  to  work  to- 
gether with  God  in  this  his  greatest  work,  he  sur- 
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renders  himself  with  exulting  joy  to  the  divine 
impulse  pervading  all  his  faculties,  which  sweeps 
him  on  to  the  sublime  service.  Then  it  is  that  he 
feels  the  closest  fellowship  with  the  Father  and 
with  his  Son  Jesus  Christ ;  and  as  the  Son  is  one 
with  the  Father,  so  he  is  one  with  them. 

What  love  for  the  souls  of  men  must  have 
yearned  in  the  divine  bosom  of  the  Son,  when  from 
the  bosom  of  the  Father  he  considered  our  danger, 
our  misery,  and  our  ruin,  and  came  down  in  the 
form  of  a  servant,  the  likeness  of  our  flesh,  to 
pass  through  our  temptations,  and  sorrows,  and 
pains ;  to  expire  on  the  shameful  cross  where  men 
reviled  him,  and  it  pleased  even  the  Father  to 
bruise  him !  and,  as  the  life-tide  flowed  from  His 
pierced  heart  into  the  heart  of  the  penitent  cru- 
cified with  him,  so  the  believer  yearns  over  the 
wretchedness,  and  sin,  and  suffering  of  all  for 
whom  his  Master  died.  His  Lord  spared  not  him- 
self— how  shall  he  withhold  any  thing  that  he  has, 
by  nature  or  grace,  from  the  same  charity !  His 
Lord,  though  rich,  for  the  sake  of  sinners  "  became 
poor,  that  we  through  his  poverty  might  be  made 
rich  " — how  shall  he  keep  back  any  portion  of  his 
means  from  the  spread  of  the  glad  tidings!  His 
Lord  endured  the  contradiction  of  sinners  against 
himself,  shrunk  from  no  loss  of  worldly  honor, 
encountered  all  worldly  shame,  nay,  counted  not 
his  own  life  dear  unto  him — what,  then,  can  the 
work  of  salvation  demand  from  the  Christian — of 
patience,  and  reproach,  and  self-devotion,  that  he 
is  not  glad  to  render  %  His  Lord  wrought  while  it 
was  day,  with  all  his  mediatorial  energy ;  nay,  now 
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on  the  throne  of  his  glory  he  wields  all  his  medi- 
atorial sovereignty,  for  the  accomplishment  of  his 
ardently  expected  triumph  in  the  redemption  of 
the  world — and  the  believer  is  faithful  until  death, 
never  asking  or  desiring  rest  until  he  is  satisfied  in 
the  satisfaction  of  Christ  with  the  travail  of  his 
soul.  So  the  Apostle  felt,  and  reasoned,  and  labored, 
and  suffered,  and  died.  The  missionary  spirit  wTas 
his  life,  his  joy,  his  reward,  and  his  dignity. 

Ah !  my  friends,  I  have  described  the  believer 
as  the  theory  of  the  Gospel  declares  that  he  ought 
to  be ;  but  who  comes  up  to  the  pattern  of  long- 
suffering,  and  love,  and  self-sacrifice  which  the 
Apostle  sets  us  after  the  pattern  of  Christ?  Oh, 
were  we  full  of  sympathy  with  Christ,  and  did  the 
love  of  Christ  pervade  our  souls,  were  w7e  indeed 
so  crucified  and  risen  with  Christ  that  wTe  could 
look  upon  the  world  as  Christ  looked  on  it  from  the 
bosom  of  his  Father,  from  the  cross  of  his  shame, 
and  now  looks  on  it  from  the  throne  of  his  glory, 
there  would  be  no  lack  of  men  to  carry  the  Gospel 
to  those  that  sit  in  darkness,  no  lack  of  money  to 
send  them  forth,  no  lack  of  effectual,  fervent  prayer 
to  bring  down  the  Spirit  of  grace  and  success. 
Vain  are  all  our  efforts,  and  plans,  and  laborious 
counsels,  until  we  aspire  to  a  closer  sympathy  with 
Christ,  for  the  glory  of  God  in  the  salvation  of  sin- 
ners ! 

2.  Sympathy  ivith  sinners.  Our  divine  Lord  had 
no  tolerance  for  shi,  but  rather  than  it  should  go 
unpunished,  he  bowed  his  fainting  head  to  drink 
the  cup  of  his  Father's  wrath  against  us.  Yet  he 
had  a  deep  sympathy  with  the  sinner.     He  felt  for 
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our  utter  ruin  ;  but  he  also  felt  for  our  weakness, 
our  ignorance,  our  evil  habits  enslaving  us  to  evil, 
our  temptations  of  the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the 
devil.  He  took  upon  him  flesh  and  blood,  with  all 
their  concomitants  of  trial  and  poverty,  that  he 
might  assure  us  of  his  acquaintance  with  our  wants 
and  distresses.  He  "  came  not  to  condemn  the 
world,  but  that  the  world  through  him  might  be 
saved."  And  this  is  seen  through  all  his  mediato- 
rial career.  His  greatest  argument  with  the  im- 
penitent heart  is  his  love,  and  tenderness,  and  pity. 
He  bears  with  us  in  our  follies  and  our  rebellions ; 
he  pleads  for  us  with  the  Father  that  we  may  be 
spared ;  he  sends  his  blessings  of  providence  even 
on  the  vile  and  unjust ;  he  laments  and  weeps  over 
us  even  at  the  moment  of  our  worst  rebellion ;  he 
entreats  for  us  on  the  cross,  and,  now  on  the  throne, 
he  prays  for  us  continually.  Even  the  woes  he 
pronounced  upon  the  self-righteous  and  intolerant, 
have  hi  them  more  of  pity  than  denunciation. 
"  Alas  for  you !  "  he  says,  as  if  his  righteous  indig- 
nation was  well-nigh  swallowed  up  in  his  anguish 
for  their  eternal  doom.  You  hear  no  harsh  word 
from  his  lips ;  you  will  hear  none  until,  his  work 
of  salvation  accomplished,  he  shall  assume  his 
office  of  Judge  and  Avenger. 

Yet  there  was  a  form  of  sympathy  with  sinners, 
which  the  Apostle  had,  and  we  should  have,  that 
could  not  enter  the  Savior's  merciful  heart.  "  He 
knew  no  sin ; "  we  are  sinners  ;  all  sinners  are  our 
fellow-sinners.  Take  the  worst  sinners,  those  who 
have  carried  their  outrages  against  purity,  and 
truth,  and  justice,  to  then-  extremest  violence,  who 
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are  most  brutal,  nay,  most  diabolical  in  their 
obscenities  and  cruelty,  and  you  may  say  to  the 
most  godly  church  in  our  land :  '  Such  were  some 
of  you ;  such  would  you  all  be,  but  for  the  grace 
which  has  washed  you,  and  sanctified  and  justified 
you  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  and  the  Spirit 
of  our  God.'  But  for  this  blessed  Gospel  of  the 
Crucified,  and  the  grace  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  sent  to 
us  through  his  long-suffering  intercession,  we  were 
all  heathen,  all  impenitent,  cruel,  filthy — capable 
of  every  sin  and  wickedness ;  nay,  not  a  depth  of 
depravity  in  hell  that  we  should  not  reach.  So 
the  Apostle  felt,  and  therefore  he  did  not  denounce, 
and  upbraid,  and  condemn ;  he  had  done  so  when 
he  was  a  Pharisee,  but  now  he  takes  his  place 
below  them  all,  as  the  "  chief  of  sinners,"  anxious 
only  that  they  should  become  altogether  such  as  he 
was  by  the  grace  of  God,  excepting  his  remaining 
bonds  of  infirmity  and  corruption. 

Dear  friends,  fellow  Christians,  fellow  sinners, 
will  any  one  of  us  dare  to  take '  a  higher  stand 
before  sinful  men  in  heathen  lands,  or  lands  nomi- 
nally Christian  \  Ought  we  not  to  weep  over,  and 
pray  for,  and  pity,  and  try  to  send  them  aid,  no 
matter  what  may  be  the  shape  in  which  they  offend 
our  Christian  sentiments  ]  Can  we  ever  hope  to 
prevail,  as  Paul  did,  through  his  Master's  blessing, 
if  we  speak  not  to  them  as  Paul  spoke,  even  as 
sinners  to  our  fellow-sinners  \  Oh,  communicants 
of  the  body  and  blood  of  Jesus  Christ,  can  all  the 
sins  of  our  fellow-men  offend  us  as  our  sins  have 
offended  God?  Yet  hath  he  sent  unto  us  the 
Gospel  of  his  dear  Son  crucified  for  us,  and,  bear- 
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ing  long  with,  our  resistance,  has  overcome  us  by 
his  Holy  Spirit.  We  were  all  once  in  the  depths 
of  sin,  and  guilt,  and  shame;  and  the  Gospel 
alone  has  lifted  us  up,  and  made  us  expectants 
of  glory.  But  myriads  of  our  fellow-sinners,  in 
our  land  and  other  lands,  are  still  in  these  horrible 
depths ;  the  Gospel  alone  can  lift  them  out,  nay, 
if  we  be  faithful,  will  lift  them  up  to  that  glory 
we  hope  to  reach,  and  they  shall  sing  with  us  the 
eternal  song  of  Moses  and  the  Lamb.  Oh,  let  us 
send  them  the  Gospel,  the  only  cure  of  vice  and 
wrong,  the  certain  means  of  delivering  men  from 
crime  in  this  world,  and  from  hell  after  death ! 
What  work  is  comparable  to  this]  Tell  me, 
Christian,  saved  by  grace,  though  the  chief  of  sin- 
ners !  Tell  me,  ye  ransomed  ones  about  the  throne, 
singing,  "  Glory  to  the  Lamb  ! "  Tell  me,  ye  holy 
angels  rejoicing  over  the  penitents  !  Tell  me,  O 
Son  of  God,  who  died  to  redeem  all  who  believe 
in  his  name  ! 
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